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Marie Pauline Jaricot was born and baptized on

July 22, 1799. She was the last child of seven born to
Antoine and Jeanne Jaricot in Lyons, France. Lyons was
an industrial city that became famous for its silk factories.
Members of Pauline’s family were middle class silk
merchants. While the early years of her childhood were
marked by the exclusive society life of Lyons, something
would happen that would open her heart to the whole
world. Pauline suffered a bad fall at age fifteen. Not long
after that, her beloved mother died. It took Pauline many
months to recover, emotionally and physically. When she
did, she resumed her social life, but with less delight than
before. Her heart, she wrote at this time, was “made for the
whole world”“If only | could love without measure,” she
observed, “without end”

She began to long to help the mission territories in

China and the United States, a desire nurtured by her
brother Phileas, who was preparing for the priesthood
and who told Pauline all about the work and witness of
missionaries. Pauline saw this as her vocation—to become
a missionary of the love of God. She came to believe that
“to truly help others is to bring them to God”"

While at prayer, eighteen-year-old Pauline had a vision of
two lamps. One had no oil; the other was overflowing and
from its abundance poured oil into the empty lamp. To
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Pauline, the drained lamp signified the faith in her native
France, still reeling from the turbulence of the French
Revolution. The full lamp was the great faith of Catholics
in the mission territories—especially in the New World. By
aiding the faith of the young new country of the United
States of America, Pauline knew that seeds planted would
grow and bear much fruit.

So she came up with a plan to support missionaries. She
gathered workers in her family’s silk factory into “circles
of ten.” Everyone in the group pledged to pray daily for
the mission territories and to offer each week a sou, the
equivalent of a penny. Each member of the group then
found ten friends to do the same.

Even in the face of opposition from parish priests in
Lyons, Pauline remained steadfast. Within a year, she had
five hundred workers enrolled; soon there would be two
thousand.

Pauline’s successful efforts were of primary influence
behind the formation of the Society for the Propagation of
the Faith. She was “the match that lit the fire”

By 1922, the Society for the Propagation of the Faith
became Pontifical, with their headquarters moved to
Rome, under the direction of the pope. With the first
one hundred years of its existence, the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith sent some $7 million in help to
the young church in the United States.
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Venerable Pauline Jaricot is rightly admired for her vision, heart, and dedication
in creating the plan to support missionaries which grew into the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith. This model of faith recognized that she was called to do
something that was new and different in order to meet the needs of the missions.

Digital discipleship is a new vehicle to continue the work of Pauline. Download
the Pontifical Mission Societies app MISSIO (available on all platforms). Through

Missio, users like you, can learn about the “who,"“what,"“how," and “wow" of
missionary works around the world.

On Missio, you can find a project focused on education, health care, water, or
many other human concerns. Through this outreach, project leaders—often
local priests, religious and lay leaders in these mission countries—accompany
the suffering and marginalized, offering spiritual comfort and support. You can
support these projects by creating an activity to raise financial help, by sharing
the project with friends through social media, or by organizing an event or other
action in your community.
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