
 

Pinewood Derby 

 

February 17, 2018 
 
The core values of the Pinewood Derby are:  

 

Sportsmanship and citizenship: Following derby rules, cheering on friends as they race against each other. 

 

Personal achievement: For the boys who pick up woodworking tools and create their own cars. 

 

Family learning:  Family and adult partners working closely with the boys to teach them how to build a racer. 

 

Important Dates 
 

 Weigh in: Saturday, February 17th from 8:00am – 8:45am at the Trinity Gym 

The official scale is the final determination on weight 

 

 Race: Saturday, February 17th starting at 9:00am. 

There will be an Adult & Siblings race, so if you would like to enter a car the cost is $4.00 

We estimate the race finals to be over at about 1:00pm. 

 

Pack 9 Derby Rules 
 

1. Cars used in previous years are NOT permitted. Only new entries will be accepted for competition. 

 

2. The Pinewood Derby Committee will have the final judgment on a car’s eligibility to enter the race. See the 

specifications above. 

 

3. Upon qualifying and final weigh-in the car is “impounded” until the end of the race. 

 

4. After impound, there will be NO modifications including lubricating during the race. 

 

5. If a car becomes disabled during the race, racers will be given up to 10 minutes to make repairs. 

All repairs must be conducted at the weigh-in table, and lubrication is NOT permitted during repairs. 

 

6. A race schedule will be created on a computer giving each racer the maximum number of races, against 

the greatest number of opponents, on as many different lanes as possible. Points are assigned to each 

place finish in each race. 1 point for first, 2 for second, 3 for third, 4 for fourth. After all races are completed, 

the car with the least points is the winner for that rank. Tiebreakers are based on: similar opponents, then 

strength of schedule, then best time. 

 
7. The top 4 racers from each Scout rank will compete in the finals races  

  



Pack 9 Car Specifications 
 

 BODY: Must adhere to the official BSA Pinewood Derby Kit must be used. The body may be shaped, 

hollowed out, or built up from the original block, as long as it meets all other specifications below. 

Any additions to the car, i.e. steering wheels, drivers, decals, weights, etc., must be firmly attached. 

 

 WIDTH: The car width at the wheels may not be modified. It must be the same as the original kit. Widths 

must not exceed 2 ¾" (2.75”).  

 

 LENGTH: Overall length may not exceed 7". 

No portion of the car may extend beyond the point of contact with the starting pin. 

 

 CLEARANCE: Minimum clearance between the bottom of the car and the track shall be 3/8” (0.375”) 

 

 WHEELBASE: Wheelbase may not be modified from the pre-cut groove dimension of 4 3/8" (4.375”). 

 

 AXELS: Axels may be polished, sanded, grooved, or coated in graphite 

Axels may not be bent, raised, or lowered. Solid axels are not permitted. 

 

 WHEELS: Wheels must be the Official Pinewood Derby regulation wheels. 

No washers, bushings, bearings or springs are allowed. 

All 4 wheels must be touching the track and aligned straight (no rail riding or 3 wheeler) 

No sanding of wheels, reduction in width, diameter, or changes in shape will be allowed. 

 

 WEIGHT: The weight of the race ready car must not exceed 5.00 oz as measured on the official scale.  

 

 LUBRICATION: Only powdered graphite may be used. Regular oil and or silicone sprays are prohibited.  

 

 MISC: Cars must free-wheeling, with no stored energy or movable weights. There is no designated front or 

back to the Official kit. Either end may be the front. 

 

 HELPFUL HINTS: Check the web! You can find many tutorials on installing axels, weight placement and 

more. 

If you are unsure on something, please ask one of the leaders for clarification. 

 

 IMPORTANT: As with all Cub Scout activities, the Pinewood Derby offers an opportunity for a parent or 

guardian to be involved in the Scout’s life. It is HIS racer. Make sure that he is a part of all phases of the 

build process. There is plenty of opportunity to teach during this process – make sure your son is involved 

in the design decisions – help guide his decision-making process and have fun 

 

Our goal is to give the Scouts a day of fun 

and good sportsmanship competition!! 
 


